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This work is dedicated to the memory of Lucy Chamberlain (1940 - 1972 - 1995) who was in a coma 

for 23 years following what was to be a routine surgical procedure.  A lengthy battle led to her family 

being granted the right to allow her to die peacefully at her home in Dublin.

Released was the winning composition of the Mostly Modern Composition Prize in 1995.  In December 

of that year three of its five movements were first performed by Cantique under the direction of Blánaid 

Murphy at the Bank of Ireland Arts Centre, Dublin.  They performed the work in its entirety at the Cork 

Choral Festival in May, 1996.

Duration 10'

I Vertue

II Time

III The Chariot

IV It Was Not Death

V Epilogue
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p

- li- ty.-

sempre pp

I could

I

sempre pp

could

S.

A.

T.

B.

kind ly- stopped for me The

mf

car riage- held but just our selves

dim.

- And

10

not stop for Death

not stop for Death

not stop for Death

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 
e = 104

   

Text by Emily Dickinson

III. The Chariot

     




     

 

   




 

   



   




   

  





          
   

     



             

       

             

       

    
           

              

         

              
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











S.

A.

T.

B.

Im mor

mp

- ta- li- ty.- We

pp legato

slow ly- drove he knew no haste And I had put a -

14

Im mor- ta- li- ty- We

mf legato

slow ly- drove he

pp

mf

knew no haste And I had put a -

Im mor- ta- li- ty- We

pp legato

slow ly- drove he knew no haste And I had put a -

Im mor- ta- li- ty- We

pp legato

slow ly- drove he knew no haste And I had put a -

S.

A.

T.

B.

way My la bor- and my lei sure

dim.

- too, For his ci vi

pp

- li- ty.- We

mf19

way My la bor- and my lei sure

dim.

- too, For his ci vi

pp

- li- ty.- We

mf

way My la bor- and my lei sure

dim.

- too, For his ci vi

pp

- li- ty.-

way My la bor and my lei sure

dim.

- too, For his, For

pp

his ci vi- li- -

S.

A.

T.

B.

passed the school, where chil dren- strove At re cess- in the ring We

mf
Presto q = 13824

passed the school, where chil dren- strove At re cess- in the ring

ty We

mf

passed the school

sempre cresc.

where chil dren-









   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   




unis.

 




     

      

 �


       
3

3




unis.

     
unis.

              

             



  




     

                 

                
    

                         

                         

                
 


         

                    
 

                 

                       

              
 

             


            
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











S.

A.

T.

B.

passed

sempre cresc.

the school where chil dren- strove At re cess- in the ring We passed the ga

fff

zing-

Molto Allargando

27

We

mf sempre cresc.

passed the school where

chil

chil

dren- strove

dren-

At

strove

re cess- in

in

the

the

ring

ring We passed the ga

fff

zing-

We

mf sempre cresc.

passed the school where chil dren- strove At re cess- in the ring We passed the ga

fff

zing-

strove At re cess- in the chil dren- strove At re cess- in the ring We passed the ga

fff

zing-

S.

A.

T.

B.

grain We passed

ff

the set

dim.

ting- sun

mf

Be

pp

cause- I could not stop for

Presto q = 138 (q. = 92)

30

grain We passed

ff

the set

dim.

ting- sun

mf

Be

pp

cause- I could not stop for

grain We passed

ff

the set

dim.

ting- sun

mf

We

mf

paused be

grain sun

mf

Be

pp

cause- I could not stop for

S.

A.

T.

B.

Death He kind ly- stopped for me,Be cause- I could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I

35

Death He kind ly- stopped for me,Be cause- I could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I

fore a house that seemed A swel ling-

Death He kind ly- stopped for me,Be cause- I could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      
      




     
   


    







            

               

 ’ 



 





 




unis.

      

 
’











 


 




      




’

    
 



   
      

       







    

    

 

 






  

  




   
   

     
     


     


       




 

     
   

       
       

                   

                          

                    

                   

                   

          
        

             
           

                                 

                       

   
      

  

                       
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











S.

A.

T.

B.

could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I could not stop for

39

could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I could not stop for

of the ground The

could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I could not stop for

S.

A.

T.

B.

Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I

42

Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I

roof was scarce ly- vi si- ble- The

Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me, Be cause- I

S.

A.

T.

B.

could not, could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me

legato più p
Since then

Uh*

'tis cen tu- -46

could not, could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me

più p

Uh*

cor nice- - in the ground

più p

Uh*

could not, could not stop for Death He kind ly- stopped for me

più p

Uh*









 




 

  
    

  




    
    

 
 





 
 

 
   


             






 




 

 
 

   

   





    

    

 

 




 
 

 







    
    

 
 




  
  





    
    

 
 




 
 

   
       


   

         



 

 









    

    

 

 





  

  






    

    

 

 





 

 

 






    
    

 
 




q = 92


 
 



*Uh sound as in the word "love"

 
 


         






  





    
    

 
 




 
 



    
                      

                 

   

      

                           

                                    

                        
               

 
            

     
            

  

                         

            


 

      
   

                      

13
www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com











S.

A.

T.

B.

ries and

Uh

yet Feels shor ter- than the day p al fine

I first sur mised- the

50

Uh

p al fine

I first sur mised- the

Uh

p al fine

I first sur mised- the

Uh

p al fine

I first sur mised- the

S.

A.

T.

B.

hor ses'- heads Were toward e ter- ni- ty-

54

hor ses'- heads Were toward e ter- ni- ty-

hor ses'- heads Were toward e ter- ni- ty-

hor ses'- heads Were toward e ter- ni- ty-

 

 

 

 

   






  

   

   


 



    




 unis. 

      
    

  
    

 
           

                

                

         
 

          

           

          
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











S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

It

mp

was not Death, for I stood up, And all the Dead lie down; It was not

Con moto q = 1321

It

mp

was not Death, for I stood up, And all the Dead lie down; It was not

It

mp

was not Death, for I stood up, And all the Dead lie down; It was not

It

mp

was not Death, for I stood up, And all the Dead lie down; It was not

S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

Night, for all the Bells Put out

dim.

their Tongues, for Noon.

pp

It

mp

was not

6

Night, for all the Bells Put out

dim.

their Tongues, for Noon.

pp

It

mp

was not

Night, for all the Bells Put out

dim.

their Tongues, for Noon.

pp

It

mp

was not

Night, for all the Bells Put out

dim.

their Tongues, for Noon.

pp

It

mp

was not

S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

Frost,

mf

for on my Flesh I felt Si roc- cos- crawl, Nor

mp

Fire, for just my mar ble- feet Could

9

Frost,

mf

for on my Flesh I felt Si roc- cos- crawl, Nor

mp

Fire, for just my mar ble- feet Could

Frost,

mf

for on my Flesh I felt Si roc- cos- crawl, Nor

mp

Fire, for just my mar ble- feet Could

Frost,

mf

for on my Flesh I felt Si roc- cos- crawl, Nor

mp

Fire, for just my mar ble- feet Could


`

IV. It Was Not Death
Text by Emily Dickinson


`


`


`










`




`

 
`

 
`

                    

                    

                    

                    

                

                

             
   

             
   

                      

                      

                      

                      
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











S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

keep

pp

a Chan cel- cool. And

f

yet it tas ted- like them all; The

mp
Meno mosso q = 11613

keep

pp

a Chan cel- cool. And

f

yet it tas ted- like them all; The

mp

keep

pp

a Chan cel- cool. And

f

yet it tas ted- like them all;

keep

pp

a Chan cel- cool. And

f

yet it tas ted- like them all;

S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

Fi gures- I have seen Set or der- ly- for Bu ri- al,- Re min- ded- me of mine, As

f

if my life were

17

Fi gures- I have seen Set or der- ly- for Bu ri- al,- Re min- ded- me of mine, As

f

if my life were

mm

pp

mine, mm

mf

mm

pp

mine, mm

mf

S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

sha ven- And fit ted- to a frame,

più p

And could not breathe with out- a key;

p

And

mf21

sha ven- And fit ted- to a frame,

più p

And could not breathe with out- a key;

p

And

mf

And

più p

could not breathe with out- a key;

p

And

mf

And

più p

could not breathe with out- a key;

p

And

mf


`




`




`


`

              
 

                





      


 
    







                 

                 

              

              

                         

                         

            

       


 

                  

                  

      
         

      
         
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







S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

'twas like Mid night- some,

dim.

When eve ry- thing- that ticked has stopped

p pp allMeno mosso q = 92 Tempo primo q = 132
26

'twas like Mid night- some,

dim.

When eve ry- thing- that ticked has stopped

p pp

'twas like Mid night- some,

dim.

When eve ry- thing- that ticked has stopped

p pp

'twas like Mid night- some,

dim.

When eve ry- thing- that ticked has stopped

p dim.
And space stares

S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

mm

a round-

Re

ff

peal- the Bea ting- Ground.

sf31

mm

Or Gris ly- frosts

Re

ff

peal- the Bea ting- Ground.

sf

mm Re

ff

peal- the Bea ting- Ground.

sf

mm

first Au tumn- morns

Re

ff

peal- the Bea ting- Ground.

sf


(solo)






(solo)




tutti    


(solo)


tutti

   

    


(tutti)

   

                 

                

                

                    

               

               

           

              
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







S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

But

p

most like Cha os,- Stop less,- cool, With

legato

out- a Chance or

37

But

p

most like Cha os,- Stop less,- cool, With

legato

out- a Chance or

But

p

most like Cha os,- Stop less,- cool, With

legato

out- a Chance or

But

p

most like Cha os,- Stop less,- cool, With

legato

out- a Chance or

S. 1

S. 2

A. 1

A. 2

spar,

p al fine

Or ev en- a Re port- of Land To

poco rit.

jus ti- fy- Des pair.-

42

spar,

p al fine

Or ev en- a Re port- of Land To jus ti- fy- Des pair.-

spar,

p al fine

Or ev en- a Re port- of Land To jus ti- fy- Des pair.-

spar,

p al fine

Or ev en- a Re port- of Land To jus ti- fy- Des pair.-













 



Attacca.



               

               

        



    

        



    

               

               

               

               
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











S.

A.

T.

B.

Am

pp

ple- make this Bed. Make this Bed with Awe; In

più f

it wait till

Reverently e = 1321

Am

pp

ple- make this Bed. Make this Bed with Awe; In

più f

it wait till
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    

    

    

    

  

  

  

  

    

    

    
    

 

Text by Emily Dickinson

V. Epilogue






   



 






   

 

     
 

 

    
  

 

 




    
     

                   

              

                   

               

                 

             

             

         

                      

         
            

19
www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com















S.

A.

T.

B.

In

mf

ter

dim.

- rupt- this Ground. Am

pp

ple- make this Bed. Make this Bed with

15

In

mf

ter

dim.

- rupt- this Ground. Am

pp

ple- make this Bed. Make this Bed with

Am

pp

ple- make this Bed. Make this Bed with

Am

pp

ple- make this Bed. Make this Bed with

S.

A.

T.

B.

Awe; In

più f

it wait till Judge

f

ment- break Ex

p

cel- lent- and Fair,

20

Awe; In

più f

it wait till Judge

f

ment- break Ex

p

cel- lent- and Fair,

Awe; In

più f

it wait till Judge

f

ment- break Ex

p

cel- lent- and Fair,

Awe; In

più f

it wait till Judge

f

ment- break Ex

p

cel- lent- and Fair,

S.

A.

T.

B.

Ex cel- lent- and Fair, Ex

pp

cel- lent- and Fair.

ppp24

Ex cel- lent- and Fair, Ex

pp

cel- lent- and Fair.

ppp

Ex cel- lent- and Fair, Ex

pp

cel- lent- and Fair.

ppp

Ex cel- lent- and Fair, Ex

pp

cel- lent- and Fair.

ppp

     

     

     

     

   

   

   

   

  

  

  

  

 

  




  

  

 






     



 






  



                   

                

            

         

                    

              

                    

               

               

           
               

           

20
www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com 

www.annemarieofarrell.com




