
Performance note: In the first movement accidentals apply to the notes which 

they precede and to subsequent repeated notes.  In all other movements they 

apply as in conventional notation.  The two sorbets are intended to clear the 

aural palate between the three main movements.  The Suite is dedicated fondly 

to John on the other side.

Another version of this Suite is available with notation for scordatura from A to G,

in common with Bach's fifth cello suite, to facilitate programming.
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Violoncello

sfp ff mp f pp sfp

Intense q = 92

ff poco dim. mf

A

sempre dim. ppp pp

espress.

mp

accel. 

mf p cresc.

A Tempo

f dim. pp mf meno f

pp cresc. mf

sf dim. pp

poco accel. A Tempo

rit.

 gliss.    
5

gliss.

Vocalise

 
gliss. 

5 5 5 5
gliss.

 ’
gliss. 

B
C


3

3 5


 

D

  gliss. gliss. gliss.

  
3 3 3

                

                            


  

       
         

                    

     




                

              


                 
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mf
sf

A Tempo

ppp molto

sf

ff mf p pp molto espress. ppp

Meno Mosso

p ppp mp

molto ff p

mp sfp pp

mp p

ff fff

 pizz.


arco     




5

E

 gliss.
I


3

F

 III
gliss.

’
con sord.


3

G


lontano

 
3

3

10H

 ’

3 3 5

6


3

J


  

3

3
K

 ’


5


senza sord. plaintive

3

9L

    
 

  

        
  



    



    

                  

                               

                   

               

            

         
  

      
  

                

                 
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p sff mp p

poco f dim. mp

poco rit. A Tempo

pp

pp

sempre p

ppp

 


Sul G

3

 sul tasto poco a poco

 Loco         
5

M

  gliss.
glis

s. ’

3

3 3
N

   
gliss. 

5


sul pont.

3


gliss.

Ord.
III


               3 3 3

O


                    

poco a poco sul tasto5

   arco
5

6


gliss.

pizz. ord. arco ord.

3 3

P

        



         

 

             

 

 
     

        

      
























  



  

        

                      

         















      

 
 
 

              
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ppp p pp

p pp pp niente

Lontano e riten.

pp cresc. poco a poco al fine

sff

 
I


 Loco        

 
9

3 3

3


3

3

Lunga

3 3 3
3

Q

q = 84

Sorbet 1*

* Pulse is indicated by rhythmic grouping.  The performer may choose 

between clapping, finger-clicking, tongue-clicking, foot-tapping or intoning a

chosen syllable and should use ony one of thesemethods for the complete sections.




   

      
          

    
              

      





                   

                                 

                         

                           

                         

                        
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mf

1

mp

4

7

mf f sfz sfz

10

p

13

mf f

15

p

17



 

  

   

 

 

  


Light and playful q = 80

     


 

Dance and Variations

  
      

  


 


        

pizz.


 

 

Var. I


Leggiero

arco


 


   


    pizz. arco

   

              

    
 

   
   

  
           

   
               

   
    

           

             
 


 


 


 


             

  
     

  
 

  
 

       
            
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20

mf f

22

ff mp

24

mf

26

mp

28

più f p

31

mf

33

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 
  


  

           Var. II

 gliss
.           

 più marcato    gliss.

         


 

   

  
 

 
   gliss

.

’


     

           

                    

                      

        
       

                 

              

       
             


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f

38

41

p mf

45

subito p

48

ff

51

mf dim. poco a poco

54

p ppp pppp

57

  

  

   

  





 


 

     


 


  


  

         
Retrograde

  
 


   

  
  

  

    
 

    senza rall.

  
 

 


 
   

     




 
 

  
     


 


   

   
            

           
    

   

             
  

  




          


  
 




   
  


     

 

   

 

    


     


 
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mf

1

4

7

cresc.

10

f p cresc. poco a poco

14

18

22

sempre sff ppp al fine

29





 





   

 

R.H.

L.H.

q = 120

        
Tap with fingertips on the front of the cello.  Dampen strings with felt.

Sorbet 2

        

      

       

    

      

      

              

                       

                     

                  

                

             

                       

                      

                        
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p * f sub. pp

1

mf pp sf p
f

p

3

f ff

5

sf mp pp
sf

p

7

sf sf sf sf

9

mf p mf

Warm11

  

  

  

  

  

   


q = 56

con
vib. senza

vib.

con
vib. senza

vib.


con
vib. 


senza
vib.

( )

Lament




 

pizz.  

3

3 3 5

 

pizz.

arco

poco a poco
con molto vib.

gliss.
  

7


pizz.

   
 

 


 











5

6



* pause on both pitches until beats are audible and sustain for 2 seconds

arco 

 con molto vib.


3

          

    
        

         

                      

  

    

          


   

 
 


    

  
      


  


 


 



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

f mf mp sub. pp

14

mp

Poco più mosso q = 66
Menacing

17

ff

Appassionato
18

p pp

19

sf ff

Dramatic22

p pp fff

24

f
fff sf

Aggressively
25

   

 

 

   

 



 


pizz. arco

5
3


con
vib.

senza
vib.

con
vib.

pizz.

senza
vib.
arco

pizz.

con
vib.
arco

pizz.

arco


pizz.




arco

 


6
6 6

 
pizz.


 glis

s.


gliss.

sim.

3




’



      

  

6 6

        
       

 

   





    



              

     

  
 

              

   


 


 




          
     

                         
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p sub. f mf p

Warm
26

ff

Violently
28

f sf sf sf

31

sff ff f mf

rit.33

p mp

A tempo Tempo I q = 5635

dim. poco a poco al fine

38

p pp

Fine

rit.40

  

  

 

  

   

 

 




  
6

 3 3

3

   




 ’

 


    
3

 
5

5

 

    
 


3

      
               

          
     

    

             

 


 




  





 


 


   



  
 
     

                
 




 
 













 
        

 
       

           



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